Deacylation of myelin proteolipid protein in organic solvents.
A procedure has been developed for the deacylation of the hydrophobic, myelin proteolipid apoprotein using hydroxylamine in an alkaline organic solvent medium. Complete removal of covalently bound fatty acids was obtained after 4 hr of treatment. After deacylation, no changes could be detected in the electrophoretic pattern or in the number of free sulfhydryl groups. The deacylated apoprotein remains soluble in chloroform-methanol mixtures and is suitable for further physicochemical characterization.